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Abstract 
The Strategic Action Plan to Strengthen the Conservation and Use of 
Mesoamerican Plant Genetic Resources in Adapting Agriculture to Climate 
Change (SAPM) is a ten-year road map to strengthen conservation, access and 
use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in Mesoamerica, as a 
strategic element for food security and agricultural adaptation to climate change 
and other threats. The SAPM comprises six thematic components: (1) 
conservation that includes, a) on-farm and in situ conservation of plant genetic 
resources, through the creation and recognition of integrated biocultural 
territories within existing conservation programmes, and support to local seed 
systems, and, b) a new ex situ conservation system for optimal services to users; 
(2) the sustainable use component identifies the measures to facilitate 
availability of diverse varieties with adaptive potential to changing climate 
conditions, to encourage on-farm crop diversification and to promote the 
dissemination of improved varieties; (3) the institutional and policies component 
includes measures to support the conservation and sustainable use, steps 
towards the implementation of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) in Contracting Party countries, 
and measures to implement farmers’ rights; (4) the education and capacity-
building component describes actions for ensuring the full and effective 
participation of famers’ organizations, decision makers, and academic and other 
professionals in implementing the SAPM; (5) the operational component 
identifies regional coordination frameworks and mechanisms needed for 
implementing the SAPM; (6) the financial component identifies actions needed 
for resource mobilization to support SAPM implementation. The SAPM was 
formulated using a methodology that combines the analysis of scientific 
evidence on the current state of 26 crop species and their 358 wild relatives in the 
region, and of climate change challenges and opportunities, and a broad 
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participatory process involving regional stakeholders. The SAPM was financed 
by the ITPGRFA through its Benefit-Sharing Fund. 
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